Reeterenay por TRansuisstox Asnoan.] | The Spiritual Times, Saturday May 27, 1865, 


THE 


SPIRITUAL TIME 


A WEEKLY ORGAN DEVOTED TO THE FACTS, PHILOSOPHY, AND 
PRACTICAL USES OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


WE HOLD THAT GOD IS OUR FATHER, MAN OUR BROTHER, IMMORTALITY OUR DESTINY. 


‘Prove all things, hold fast that which is good.” l 


“ The life that now is shapes the life that is to be.” 


No. 60, Vor. II. 


SATURDAY, MAY 27, 1865. 


Pricr 2d. 


Spiritualiam unfolds to our internal senres substantial realities, presenting 


ua not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences of eternal exietence, 
*ausing us to feel that the passing Shadows we speak of belung not to the spiritual, 
Out the material world. 


uring facts are beyond the tomb. 
a eanemaneuaeeee— 


SPIRITUALISM IN BIRMINGHAM AND 
NOTTINGHAM. 


Barna invited to deliver a lecture in Nottingham, and to 
Spend a few days at the house of a friend to tho cause, we 


ad opportunities of witnessing some manifestations, and 
Observing the state of the provincial mindand the medium- 
ship of mediums with whom we came in contact. 
Way we called at Birmingham, and ascertained that Mrs. 
arshall had given a couple of séances there, but that the 


Scribes and ink-pharisees, who had been doing duty for 


the press had, as is usual in such cases, denounced her as a 
“cheat,” and, as is still usual, charged upon Spiritualism 
all her so-termed failures, ridiculous rappings, &c., &c. The 
gentlemen who were iustrumental in getting Mrs. Marshall 
to Birmingham say, that her first séance was not so good or 
80 wonderful as they had witnessed at her house in 
ndon, but her second séance, which she gave on account 
of her first not being so successful as she desired, was 
a very good one, and that several hardy sceptics were 
obliged to confess themselves puzzled. Lotters and articles 
ave appeared in tho principal Birmingham papers, and 
Considerable excitement prevails in that town. All this 
Ooks well; the mind of the metallic men of birming- 
am is made to ring with no insignificant sound. What 
the result will be time will show. But, as far as the press 
18 concerned, it has fought like a partizan against Mrs. 
Marshall and Spiritualism, but has neither injured the one 
nor the other. 
At one of the sittings a clergyman and his wife were 
oe the gentleman grew strangely surprised at what 
e saw, and might have been convinced of the genuineness 
. Of what he saw, but for the suspicious dimensions of the 
Medium’s crinoline. What could be done in the way of 
18 conversion while his suspicion lurked there? At length, 
Unable to account for the phenomena upon any hypothesis 
ut one made up of crinoline, or, at least, needing the 
€rinoline for a cloak, he very politely asked Mrs. Marshall 
if she would allow his wife to examine her crinoline. 
Whether Mrs. Marshall blushed or not we did not think to 
Inquire, but she assented to the trying ceremony ; accord- 
Ingly, all the gentlemen left the room. What followed we 
avo not heard, only that the clergyman was informed by 
his wife that Mrs. Marshall’s crinoline gave no explana- 
on of the phenomena. Of course, the clergyman apolo- 
pron and the seance procoeded. The Birmingham papers 
Int at the crinoline hypothesis, but do not know how 
ĉompletely it has been exploded. The old style of re- 
mination and literary jargon make up the anti articles 
ìn the Birmingham papers. It appears to us there are 
More “ Brammagom counterfeits” on the press than there 
re amongst Spiritualists. One thing is solf-evideat—the 


It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ah- 
Yolute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
§pparently lasting; but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en- 


Cn our 


counterfeits of the press at Birmingham in this late 
Marshall affair would not be so likely to pass through an 
examination of their motives as Mrs. Marshall has done of 
her crinoline. Let them think of this and blush for their 
audacity in dealing with persons and questions they know 
as much as a door-nail about. 

Nottingham is embosomed in rare scenery, and ought to 
be froe trom stoeking-weaving poverty and theological 
prejudice. We wandered by the ever memorable Clifton 
Grove immortalised in Kirke White’s verse, and reflected 
on the ‘‘everlasting,” as we lost all thought of the fog 
and bricks of London beside the Trent flowing with gentle 
laziness beneath the burnishing sun. But our work is not 
hero to describe nature’s varied beauties, but things related 
to Spiritualism in its developing aspects. 

Our readers will recollect that we published an account 
of some extraordinary physical manifestations which took 
place at the house of Mr. Henry Smith, of Nottingham. 
At that gentleman’s house we were entertained by him and 
his wife, who is a drawing medium. A séance was specially 
arranged for our benefit, at which we marked several very 
noteworthy facts. In the first place—the modium, William 
T., is a French-polisher, between twenty and twenty- 
four years of ago; he is not an unintelligent, but certainly 
not a learned man. From all we could ascertain, we should 
not hesitate to aflirm that it would be an impossibility for 
him, from his own knowledge, to pour forth such floods of 
intellectual beauty as came trom his lips while entranced. 

Mr. Smith has received from a spirit the following 
prayers for opening and closing his séances— 


“ Almighty and unsearchable God, who alone knoweth the 
hidden secrets of the spirit-life—we, Thy humble servants, do ask 
that through the communion of Thy celestial angels, thou wilt 
condescend to impart unto us mortals whatever may be useful 
in this life and in the life hereafter. This we ask in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.—dAmen.” 


“Almighty God, eternal Creator of all things, we, Thine 
earthly servants, thank Thee for the blessings bestowed upon 
us this night. Grant, O Lord, that they may not be given in 
vain ; but that our souls may be filled with Thy goodness, so aa 
to wean our affections from the false allurements of sin, and the 
vain follies of this world ; that we, with freer and purer spirita, 
may turn sur thoughts to Thee, with the hopeof life everlasting 
in that glorious kingdom of heaven, Almighty Father, may 
Thy grace and the peaco of Christ remain with us now and for 
ever.— dmen.”* 

The séances are conducted almost in silence, no disputa- 
tions of the visitors being allowed to disturb in any way 
the necessary conditions. Sometimes Mr. Smith mag- 
netises William, the medium, into the sleep himself, at 
others the spirits perform that office; on the occasion we 
were present Mr. Smith put the medium to sleep. After a 
few minutes he began to speak slowly, allowing us to 
report in long-hand what he said. He gave us a discourse 
in verse, then under another influence addressed us on the 
Origin of Evil, Free Will, &c. A lengthened and inter- 
esting discussion between the Spirit and Mr. Smith ensued, 
and the sane closed. ‘The medium was clairvoyante; he 
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described several spirits whilst entranced. They appear to 
him holding sorolls in their hands, from which he reads the 
discourses he delivers. A short-hand reporter is generally 
in attendance at these séances. We saw some beautiful 
communications which came from the spirit-world, some 
of which we hope shortly to publish. 

On the morning of the day of the lecture we visited a 
working-man Spiritualist, named Turner. Aftor a general 
conversation, a Mr. Hadfield, a local Primitive Wesleyan 

reacher, who has, within the last fortnight or three weeks, 
beak to develope as a medium, offered some slight objec- 
tions to certain views of ours on Providence, Christ, and 
Man’s Responsibility and Future Destiny. Ile sat down to 
the table, more in jest, we imagine, than earnest, when it 
began to tilt. The alphabet being called over, there 
was spelt out—‘Go to tho lecture to-night, and we will try 
to give you some new light to your darkened understand- 
ing. It may not come all at once; but the time will arrive 
when you will sea more clearly. William Hadfield.” 

The local preacher smiled, und said the name bolongod 
to his spirit-father. We were then called to the table by 
the spirit communicating, and immediately recoived tho 
following through the alphabet—* Dear friend, we would 
advise you not to soar too high this evening; the greater 
portion of the audience cannot comprehend your meaning. 
Give thom little this time and more next.” Whether the 
local preacher profited by his spirit-father’s advice and our 
lecture or not wo have no means of knowing, but he was one of 
the most attentive of a very attentive audience. The advice 
to us seemed reasonable, therefore we endeavoured to act 
upon it, Amongst numerous communications given at Mr. 
Turner's table we think the following worth preservation. 
They wore given to two Secularists who havo, at different 
times, sought and found, we should say, moro in them than 
any arguments on the sido of doubt can account for—“‘I 
um your father,” says the spirit to Mr. R., a well known 
Secularist, and a man holding a responsible position in 
Nottingham, “I am delighted to sce you here again. I do 
hope you will be led to see those things as they really are. 
ĮI endoavour to impress you with tho all-important subject 
of Immortality. You must not be surprised when I tell 
you that I watch around you, and through my iniluence 

ou have been kept from many temptations. You know it 
1s true. I hope you will examine and rend and search for 
the truth. You must become a child of God, aud not fear 
the scorn of the world; for all will have to know, soon or 
lute, the truth of this. Would that 1 had thought of these 
things more when in the flesh. God bless you, my boy. 
Good-bye.” To Mr. P., another Nottingham fSecularist, 
Lis supposed spirit-father said—“L am glad to meet you 
again. Do, oh, do give up your un-Christian and unholy 
sentiments. By so doing you will escape much suffering. 
Will you—will you? Be advised by one who is ever near 
you and anxious for your eternal welfare. Oh, think of 
these things, and may God bless you is the sincere prayer 
of your father.” 

Our realers will, we think, fail to seo the devil in such 
commuuications as these, We saw, likewise, « gentleman, 
Mr. B., who is made to draw in a promising manner, but, 
uufortanately, he is at times cisheartened by the idea of 
the lowness of the apirit that comes to him. He says he 
knew nothing of drawing himself, which fact weighs, at 
least, in favour of the genuine character of his spiritual 
fruit and flowers. Our lecture was reported in three Not- 
tingham daily papers, The following, clipped from the 
Erpress, shows, at least, that evory paper does not go out 
of its way tu abuse the subject or its advovatus— 


LECTURE ON SPIRITUALISM. 
Tre lecturer began by remarking that of all the wars with which the 
world had been afflicted, none had been more severe than those which 
hud attended the struggie to establish intellectual freedom; and Spirit- 
valiam had met with as much antagonism as any other subject he 
knewof, Therefore it could not be taken up or advocated by persons 
who were not prepared to do battle in defending it, He invited any 
persons who differed from him, or required infurmation, to put ques- 
tions to bim at the end of bis remarks; and he also requested those 
present to reserve all their opposition and prejud.ces until the close of 
the lecture. He did not beheve bis mission waa to make converts, but 
only to depose to certain incontrovertible facts, and teach the philosophy 
which right be deduced from those facts. Mesmerism was denounced 
some yenrs ago by those who knew nothing about it as the grossust 
hombug; and similar remarks had been made about Spiritualiam. But 
Ali ke asked for wasa patient examination of facts, and a careful study 
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of the experiences which he should lay before them. Spiritualism had 
its origin some sixteen or seventeen years ago in America, and now there 
were in that country four or five millions of earnest believers, besides 
more than a million in Europe. There were also hundreds of thousands 
in London and the provinces who believed in the manifestations made, 
but did not choose or like to say so, Since he had been in Nottingham 
he had attended séances, ard had discovered that there were a number 
of persons who had manifestations, and who were convineed that there 
must be some cause, although they knew not what. As to the question 
of such manifestations being the result of trickery, he contended that if 
one clear case of extraordinary manifestation were made out, in which the 
persons concerned were known to be thoroughly honest, the theory of 
trickery must be given up ; and then, nothing but the theory of Spirit- 
nalism was left as a means of explanation. He also contended that, 
inasmuch as many salutary changes had been made in the course of men's 
lives by means of the warnings given by spirits, Spiritualism raust take 
eredit for having done some good in the world. Spiritualism was that 
which connected the soul with Deity, and although table-turning was 
not Spiritualism, it was a part of it. Some kind of spiritual mani- 
festations had been going on since the world began, and formed the sub- 
ject matter of the Bible from Genesis to Revelations, What he con- 
tended was that similar spiritual manifestations were continued now ; 60 
that even scepties, who did not believe in the Bible, might, by believing 
in Spiritualism, find that the time had come when even they might be 
saved, The lecturer then went on to defend the Davenport Brothers 
trom all the charges of trickery brought against them; to declare that 
they had no confederates, and to positively assert that their manifesta- 
tions must be the result of Spiritualism, He also complained that the 
press of the kingdom had treated the Davenports in an unfair manner, 
and, while saying mach against them, had admitted very little evidence 
in their favour. The lecturer also argued that insanity was often the 
result of Spiritualism, and when insanity doctors anderstood Spiritualism 
better, they would better understand the causes and cure of insanity. 
Objections were also taken to the arguments brought forward by Professors 
Faraday, Brewster, and Pepper. ‘The greater portion of the lecture was 
taken up by the recital of revelations alleged to have been made by 
persons who, at the time, were under spiritual influences. The 
“philosophy” of Spiritualism was represented tuy consist of these 
principles (we are putting them in an abstract form): That there is no 
such thing as everlasting damnation, although temporary punishment in 
another world ducs follow upon sin in this, and in exact proportion to the 
amount of that sin ; that the omnipresence of the Deity renders the exist- 
ence of the devil impossible as a logical fact; thatthe law which governs 
the world is a law of progress, which makes every man a law unto him- 
self, and carries him up from one stage to another until he arrives at 
e perfect love’—that is absolute perfection, Discussion being invited, 
some soung maun entered iuto a protest against the doctrines laid down, 
but his apeech was unfortunately more didactic than argumentative, 


REVIEWS. 
{First Notice.) 

Supra- Mundane Facts in the Life of the Rev. Jesse Babcock 
Ferguson, M.A, LLD. Waited by T. L. Nicuors, M.D. 
Ton Shillings, Post Free. Spiritual Lycoum, 14, New- 
man-street, Oxfurd-street, W. 


Frw who have had the privilege of listening to tho mas- 
terly eluquence of Mr. Ferguson will fail to feel intensly 
interested in his career. Jlis connection with the Brothers 
Davonport, in England, has had the offect of intensifying 
the interest in their manifestations. ‘he hook we are 
reviewing contains sume astonishing revelations of Provi- 
dential or spiritual interposition. If wo mistake not, the 
spiritual experiences horvin described will set inquiry on 
tho gut vire, aud give a fresh impotus to metaphysical and 
psychical research, The incroase of books of this character 
must afford an antidote to the poison of Materialism. We 
annot do better than present tho following extracts, from 
tho “ Biographical Sketch ” of Mr. Ferguson, with which 
the editor has judiciously preceded the extraordinary 
spiritual and deoply philosophical experiences which make 
up the book, 


Jusse Bancock Frrauson was born in the city of Philadelphia 
Stato of Pennsylvania, United States of America January 19, 
1819. His father, Robert French Ferguson, was of Seottish 
descent, and his mother, Hannah Champlain Babcock, of Euglish. 
His grandmother, on the father’s side, was of the Quaker family 
of French, among the early settlers of New Jersey, while he was 
connected on the mother’s side with the Babeocks and Cham- 
plains of Rhode Island, mingling thus Scotch aud English, Puri- 
tan and Quaker. 

Though born in Philadelphia, Mr, Ferguson was taken in bis 
childhood to the Valley of Virginia, better known in England 43 
the Valley of the Shenandoal, a fertile and beautiful region be 
tween the Blue Ridge and the maiu chain of the Aleghanies, 
since so ruthlessly desulated by its northern inveders. His 
father resided near Winchester, of Inte so offen occupied in turn 
hy hostile armies, At the age of eleven he was placed at Fair 
View Academy, and after three months attendance, was se 
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lected by the principal as his usher or assistant, and by diligent 
study, was able to keep so much in advance of the entire school 
as to be qualified to teach the branches he was studying, to the 
Batisfaction and admiration of the principal and his patrons. 

It has often been remarked that the most zealous and success- 
ful teachers are those who keep just in advance of their pupils, 
and the success of young Ferguson was so great, and the charac- 
ter he established, both intellectual and moral, so remarkable, 
that it soon opened for him another sphere of usefulness of a still 
more exer liuney character. 

At that day there were wild valleys of the Allechanies, where 
the settlers had preceded the preacher aud schoolmaster, and re- 
ligion and education had been alike neglected. The Presbyterian 

issionary Society ofShenandoah and Frederick counties having 
established a mission in one of these regions, wished also to open 
a school, for which they required a teacher, and young Ferguson, 
now a boy of thirteen, was considered the best qualified and most 
Suitable person that could be selected for that situation. With 
the consent of his father, a firm, religious man, he entered upon 

is duties, aud opened the school ina log house, one end of which 
Was separated trom the rest by a thin partition, and occupied by 
a shoemaker ; an arrangement the young teacher did not under- 
xtand at the time, but which was intended to be of service in 
tase of any difficulty with some of his older and rougher pupils. 

© such difficulty oecurred. The boy of thirteen, of his own 
Volition, opened his school every morniug with an extempore 
prayer, and by his kindness and dignity won the love and respect 
of all his pupils, among whom were young men and women of 
twenty, to whom he taught the alphabet and first rudiments of 
‘arning, So successful was this school of the backwoods, that 
he county trustees paid most of its expenses, and the magis- 
trates sent the young teacher a gratifying testimonial and pecu- 
Mary reward. 

At the age of fourteen, young Ferguson met with a severe dis- 
appointment. His elder brothers had been educated at William 
and Mary College, one of the oldest educational establishments 
m Virginia, and he had expected, in due time, to take his turn 
aS a student. But some pecuniary reverses having overtaken 
üs father, he was told that he must abandon his ambition to 
Acquire a classical education, and learn some trade “at 
Would ensure him a living, The lad and his mother fouua it 
hard to yield to this decision, An American hoy, with a love 
of learning and liverature, and an ambition for distinction, and 
Yet obliged to learn a trade, chooses that one which offers him 

e readiest means of mental improvement and advancement, 
and becomes, like Franklin, a printer. Youug Ferguson made 
this choice, and went alone to Winchester. the principal town of 
that region, offered himself as an apprentice in the printing ollice 
of the Republican newspaper, and was accepted, receiving from 
the first sufficient wages tor his support. 

The editor of the Republican was James Gordon Brooks, a poet 
and author of considerable ability, but lacking those business 

‘ahits necessary to success, A year after young Ferguson had 
€utered the office as av apprentice, his employer, who had also be- 
Come his friend, failed in bus.ness, and was obliged to relinquish 
the publication of the newspaper and to leave Winchester, Be- 
ure doing so be released the youth from his obligations, and tel- 
‘ug bim that he had already acquired sufficient: knowledge of 
a's trade, advised him to obtain a classical education. But his 
*coteh- Quaker father was pot to be baulked of his determina- 
tion, and insisted that he must complete his knowledge of the 
1 art preservative of all arts,” and found him a situation ina 
ook-printing establishment of one of lis friends in Baltimore. 
‘aryl-nd. He had been there but a few weeks, however, when 
As heih gave way,and he went home to endure a long, painful, 
ail as his friends believed, a dangerous illness, After three 
touths of great suffering he was able to resume his studies, but 
WAS supposed to be laine for life. 
At this time an elder brother—R. F. Ferguson—was editor of 
Ne Woodstock Sentinel, and one of the most promising young 
agers and politicians ofthe Valley of Virginia. To him Jesse, 
* 800n as his health was sufliciently restored, applied for a situa- 
ton, in which, by superintending the printing esta lslinent and 
eping the books, he might support himself and pay for his eda 
a ‘on 5 and, whilst sastaiming himself by his labour, he became 

Rood Latin and Greek scholar. 
vale Aving completed the course ofstudy he had laid out for him- 
ahi’ and attained his majority, young Ferguson, seeing no suit 

e ae for Lis ambition in Virginia, crossed the Alleghanies, 

a ee his furtunes in the great West. Before leaving Ohio. he 
et with a congenial spirit in a clergyman, the Rev. Arthur 
la aieh, of Logan county, whom he visited, and who indneed 
lcur 0 Open a school in the village in whien he resided. f He soon 
whieh: distinguished as the editor ota religious miscellany, 

W „gained a large eireulation. 

Mar ne engaged in these labours, he married a daughter of Jar, 
and gy codes Ohe of the earliest emigrants from Kentucky tu Ohio, 
a highly respected magistrate of Madison county, But he 


v : A : 
intii hot destined to remain long in that uncongenial northern 
ude, Many of his friends and relations in Virginia had 


Crossed the Alleghanies, and fouud a beautiful howe iu Southern 
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Kentucky, and Mr. Ferguson was invited to become a missionary. 
He had no regular salary, but the voluntary contributions of his 
friends were not only sufficient for the support of himself and his 
family, but enabled him to give relief to the helpless and desti- 
tute, 

When the missionary labours of these five years had resulted 
in the building up of religious societies, able to support regular 
pastors, Mr. Ferguson accepted a call to Nashville, the capital 
of Tennessee, which he had often visited, and where he was 
highly esteemed. A new and splendid edifice was erected, with 
sittings for 1,500 persons, and he became the most popular 
preacher of that region. 

While engaged in his pastoral duties, he also became the editor 
of the Christian Magazine, commenced by him in Nashville, 1848, 
and which, from its containing for several years many of Lis ser- 
mons, lectures and other writings, gained a very large circulation. 


For eleven years Mr. Ferguson resided at Nashville, oceupying 
the same pulpit with undiminished popularity and success, and 
serving the public also in many highly responsible situations. 

The time came. however, when Mr. Ferguson recognised so 
much a divergence between his own views and those held by the 
majority of the society of which he had been considered a mem- 
ber, that he felt it his duty to voluntarily resign the church edi- 
fice erected for him to those who might have been called its 
doctrinal claimants. He had advanced beyond many of his flock, 
and while not ready to leave those who had been the companions 
of his progress, he would not stand ina false position towards 
those who had not been able to make the same advancement. 

This voluntary abandonment of a property to which he had 
probably a good legal claim, disarmed all opposition, and enabled 
him to take what he considered a higher and broader position, in 
which he claimed the world as his church, and all mankind as 
his brethren. 

As candidate for aseat in the Legislature of 1861, Mr. Fergu- 
son also gave a series of most eloquent and stirring addresaes 
throughout the distriet of which Nashville is the centre, which 
will be found in the local newspapers of that stirring period. 

When Fort Donaldson was attacked, he was called upon to 
address the State Legislature at Nashville, and he predicted the 

£ ature of the fortress when his hearers believed such an event 
impossible. His prediction was fullilled, and the enemy was at 
the gates of Nashville, 

The establishment of the Federal military authorities in Nash- 
ville was the signal for the imprisonment of many of her best 
citizens, ft was not to be expected that when so many pro- 
minent men were arrested and imprisoned, he would be allowed 
to escape, but he did so in a very remarkable manner, and made 
his way to Canada, whence he was commissioned by his friends to 
visit Knglaud, and present his views of the policy which he be- 
lieved should govern the Confederate States to their commission- 
ers aud their friends in Europe. Returning from England, and 
seeking to tind his way to Richmond, with the object of urging 
his views upon the Confederate Government, his safe transit 
through the lines was unconsciously promoted by an order of 
General Roseneranz for his arrest and banishinent to the Confe- 
derate “tates, within whose military lines he was safely escorted, 

While at the capital of the Confederate States, where he had 
the opportunity of stating his views upon the war, slavery, and 
the policy of the Confederacy, Mr. Ferguson embodied some of 
these views in a pamphlet, entitled, “The rimes ; or, the llag 
of ‘Truce, dedicated to the Cabinets at Washington and Richmond, 
by a White Republican.’ (Richmond. 1865.) 

Tt would have been easy, from the materials before me, to have 
very much extended this sketch of the life of Mr. Ferguson, I 
might have copied many eloquent and suggestiva passages from 
his published sermons, essays, lectures, and political addresses, 
which would have illustrated the character of his mind, his 
genius, and shown something of the basis of the position he haa 
oceupied, and the popularity he has eujoyed. Few men in 
A merica occupied a more enviable position, were mare trusted, 
or more worthy of trust, than Mr. Ferguson. His testimony tu 
any fact within his observation or knowledge is nut to be lightly 
questioned, His opinions or deductions from those fuets ate 
entitled to as much respect, as his character may warrant, aud I 
believe there wre few wen whose opinions, judged by this stan- 
dard, are entitled to more consideration than those uf Jesse Bab- 
cock Ferguson. 


Testimonies Concerning Slarery. by M. D. Conway. 
and Hall. Price 3s 64d. 

This is a delightful book ; the anthor has given to fact all the 
charm of fiction. His carly experiences as the son of a slave- 
holder, the cruelties perpetrated upon the blacks, the argaments 
pro uud con ou slavery, the eapacities of slaves tor freedom, aud 
other subjects in connection with the question, are admirably 
treated. Mr. Conway places himself in the vanguard and 
logically and humanly d: fends the negro. Altogether we have 
been fascinated with these © testimonies,” and ean cordially 
recommend the work. The autor writes with the clearness 
of a logician and the pathos of a patriot. 
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SPIRIT MESSAGE. 


Gvanvian witnesses, we most gladly and entirely confess the Cross and 
Passion of Jesus Christ, the Lord of lords, who left the glory of Ifis 
Father, to die upon the Cross, that all who believe in Him, though they 
were dead in sins, should live unto righteousness. Oh, we are wiiling to 
write for you this day, on holy subjecta, greet us lovingly, willingly we 
cowe to the charge of our hearts, and to the daughter of the Lord, who 
wou'd flee from the wrath to come. 

Hear how comfortably the Saviour calls to thee ; * fear not, ye believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions.” 
In the intermediate state of spirit-land, there are many good homes pre- 
pared for all who try to do my will. Be not faithless but believing. He 
will give you faith, Did He not say lovingly unto Thomas, “ Reach 
here thy hand and thrust it into my side.” Blessed (Ah, glorious 
promise for the Gentiles of these latter days) blessed are they who have 
not seen, and yet have believed. Oh, try earnestly to comprehend the 
depth and height of the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge. You 
may, by this gift, discern His love in its full intensity ; be ready always 
to endeavour to have much grace given unto you. “ A certain man had 
u friend who came unto him and he had no bread; he called unto his 
neighbour, but he would not give anto him—but by reason of his much 
asking, he arose and gave him whatsoever he wished. While the man 
sought lightly, he was not relieved, but by reason of his repeated endeavours 
he obtained ail he desired. What encouragement to give to seek after 
good gifts! Desire spiritnal gifts, but chiefly that you may prophesy, 
as that will be of use to others, and the gift of tongues is only useful to 
yourself. God himself has said, * Ask and it shall be given you, and 
it is no presumption to ask spiritual gifts, seeing He so freely giveth you all 
you have wished for so far; and if you pray constantly, earnestly, faithfully, 
for higher gifts, God will give vou all, richly to enjoy. Desire the gifts 
of prophesy, of healing, and of tongues, and be sure what you ask will be 
done, and you shall receive. The way of the world is, to pray lightly, 
once and if their request is not granted, they think the Lord is not 
pleased to grant their request, and there they leave ‘off asking. But did 
He not in His own words, tell [lis people to be importunate in prayer, 
intwo parab'es. Theretore whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in His 
name, believing, veshall receive. Nothing shall be denied to those who 
ask through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever, always the meek and lowly Jesus, who went about 
doing good, weeping over Jerusalem, * Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets and stonest all those that are sent unto thee, 
how often could I have gathered your children together, as a hen doth 
gather her chickens under her wing, and ye would not.” Oh, Jove the 
Lord, who was so loving on earth and is so loving in heaven. He has 
been raised up, that he might draw all men unto Him, Seek ye the 
Lord while He may be found, rest upon Him while he is near. Behold, 
now is the appointed time; behold, now is the day of salvation. Never 
say ‘* to-morrow, if it please God, I shall do this or that,” if it may be 
done to-day, for ye know not whether there be any to-morrow. Be ye 
children of the night and of the day; call earnestly “ Lord help me” 
while it is yet time. Behold the day cometh when ye shall call earnestiv, 
and He will not hear; then it will be two late to ery * Lord, help me’, 
when the door of salvation is shut, The day is at hand, and the hours 
are not long, though no man, no, not the angels of God, not the Son, 
but the Father knoweth the day and hour, but all know the time and 
season, | when the fig-tree is*green and putteth forth leaves, ye know 
that summer is nigh.’ The summer is very nigh and the fig tree very 
green. Have ye not heard of wars and rumours of wars, brother divided 
against brother, and nation against nation ? What is the fearful war in 
America but brother against brother? Never was any war so long, 80 
bitter, so unceasing, so relentless, and so awful. Kindred people divided 
against each other, thirsting for the blood that flows alike in each others 
veins—the kindred armies of the Americar Continent. Oh,if the world, 
which shrinks from the never-dying news, month after month, year after 
year, coming from those worse than enemies, fighting for no good cause, 
making slavery a blind to darken the eyes of the world to the hideousness 
of the reality, could see the troops of evil ones, arrayed in glad ranks over 
the field dyed in the blood of fellow-countrymen, and watching with 
fiendish joy, the battles which array themselves against kinsmen and 
former frienda, and hear off the souls in triun.ph to their well-earned 
home, as one by one, they fall under the blood-stained banners of a war- 
worn country! Oh, how can they hope to save themselves from the day 
of wrath, when they break every law of God, und pollute Ilis holy day 
with their unnatural conflict? Woe to the bloody country, shout the 
willing angels, as ufar off they gaze on the sceneof desolation, and shrink 
before the triumphant evil onee, who gloat over their prey. Oh, how 
can you hear this in so cold a manner—has this no terror for you? Has 
the long conflict wearied you, us it has all the world! They are yet 
human beings with immortal souls; and they are losing, not life 
only, but hope, and winning for themselves misery. Oh, Willing- 
neaa,* it is un awful thing to hear this without sorrow tor them, 
and to hear that their immortal souls are sinking, without praying to be 
guided to pray aright for them, Oh, yes, the effectual fervent prayer 
availeth much, and every time you pray in private prayers, and in your 
public prayers, add a fervent supplication that the souls of those who are 
warring in America, brother against brother, kinsman against kinsman, 
may be turned to repentance, ere it be too late. Oh, du pray for them 
now, and we will join in the prayer, 

That is right; do as we tell you in all, and be sure that the prayer 
that ié given for the wars of others is never lost, and will be borne by the 
angels and laid on the altar of God 

The war in Denmark was another awful war, without any offence; 
nation rising against nation, princes and kings continuing to overwhelm 
& small country and its pious king, und none to help. “When the 
Wicked rigeth up against you, the Lord shall be thy shield 2’ and Le 
was the defence of that Christian king, and delivered him out of all hia 
troubles, yea, and made him to be mighty before all men, and his sons 


© A name the guardian spirits gave to L. 
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and daughters to be mightily exalted in all great nations, froma poor 
humble prince the Lord exalted him to be king, and overwhelmed those 
who would have taken his kingdom from him. Why not love his 
worthy goodness, and it is a worthy example to princes and kings to see 
his steadfast humility and trust in God. Oh, how wonderful are the 
ways of God. He exalteth the humble and meek, and giveth grace unto 
the lowly. Ile lifteth the beggar out of the mire, to set him upon 4 
heap, and he pulleth down the mighty from their seat. Why boastest 
thou thyself, thou mighty, and liftest up thy head ? The man who had 
filled his barns said, “Now my soul, be at ease, and take thy rest, for 
thou hast much goods laid up for many years; but the Lord saith unto 
him, *“ Thou fool this night shall thy soul be required of thee.” Oh, let 
England the great nation, so proud, so wealthy, so prosperous, in land 
and sea, who hath extended her dominions to the uttermost parts of the 
earth, beware lest a worse thing come upon her. When she thinketh 
she standeth, oh, let her take heed lest she fall; behold destruction 
cometh upon her suddenly, as travail upon a woman with child, and she 
shall fall, and great will be that fall. 

All prophecy is from above, and will come direct to you without inter- 
vention of spirits, and you will prophecy with your own lips and not 
through our words. ‘The day is at hand when God shall come from 
heaven to reign upon earth, and the dead in Christ shall rise first ; the 
graves shall give up the bodies of the saints that slept ; all who died in 
the faith and love of God nnd repented them of their former sins, will 
arise in that first resurrection, and will be caught up into the cloud of 
witnesses. “ Secing that ye have then so great a cloud of witnesses,” 
watch and pray that you may join them at that day of reckoning, not o 
Judgment, for Elijah must first come and reprove the world of righteous- 
ness and of judgment, but I say unto you that Elijah is come already, 
he is going to and fro, and unknown, unseen, is purifying a chosen few to 
be God's people on the earth when He cometh. Ye cannot see him, as 
he is translated and a heavenly messenger, and he cannot come in human 
form to bo seen of men, though men believe that that was the reason he 
was taken up to heaven without dying, but it was not so. No man could 
live in heaven and be like unto ordinary men. He was translated inte 
a spiritual body, and that made him invisible to men. Me never died, ` 
and his body and soul were never parted, but he was changed, as the 
faithtul who are alive on the earth at the first resurrection, who also shall 
never die, but shall all be changed, in a moment; for ye are born in a 
natural body, and ye must live in a spiritual body, before ye can 
ascend into heaven. Jesus Christ rose in a spiritual bodys 
and appeared to His chosen people to show them He had risen 
from the dead; and on Mount Tabor, Ie with Moses and Elijah, 
appeared to Peter, James, and John; and then, when they were seen © 
these three, a cloud received them out of the sight of men, This is the 
spiritual body that knows no gin, no pain, no decay, no change, no 
weariness, entirely new, entirely pure, quite unspotted, unblemished, 
without any infirmity or any trouble, immortal and glorious, shining 
with love and peace and joy, and fit to live for ever with angels and all 
the host of heaven. Strive for the first resurrection, blessed, aye blessed 
are they who are made partakers of the first resurrection. Yea they 
shall rise again in spiritual bodies, leaving in the grave all the sins 
infirmities and blemishes and corruptions of evil, and new-born with wing 
of white glittering pinions (figurative word this,) Wings are mentioned 
all throngh the Bible asan attribute of the most High, of the son © 
righteousness, of the archangels, of the ministering angels, and they will 
be given to the blessed in their first resurrection, to Hy to the cloud 0 
witnesses assembled to greet their new birth. Glory to God in the 
highest, sang the seraph host, the morn that Christ was born ; glory t0 
God in the highest will resound through all that ‘great cloud when the 
Lord will visit His people, and a new heaven and a new earth purified 
from all the pollutions of Willingness. Will you sce that when you are 
tempted to say that the carth is 6,000 years old, and that it will be only 
6,000 years old at the last, it is eternal, and the bodies of those whe 
sleep shall be more in number than the sands of the sea. The world waè 
without form, and void the world mind ; there was no blank span, there 
was a world there, without form and void, and darkness was upon the 
face of the earth, the earth, remark, The earth, that was no mere 
word, it was a great fact in the beginning, (what beginning? 
God created the heavens and the earth: the beginning of eternity, when 
heaven was created, earth was, Willingness, this is, indeed, a wonderful 
thought! Poor sons of Adam! you think that the world was made for 
you, and that before 6,000 yenrs ago no one ever walked upon the face o 
the earth! It was without shape and void, and darkness was upon iti 
and when God said let there be light, there was light, and paradise grew 
out of the dark earth, with flowers of heavenly dyes, and fruits good for 
food; and the wolf and the lamb lay down together; and the lion até 
grass; and the lion ate grass likean ass; and the holy beings wandere 
through the paradise of God, hand in hand, happy and pure, without 
thought of sin ; and the Lord walked in the garden at morning and even 
ing, and conversed with His children, Do you ever meditate upon thiss 
the full glory of paradiso? Read it all entirely, and think what a glori” 
ous time that must have been, when the Lord Himself walked and talke 
with His chosen servants; and when the carth shall be once more without 
form and void ; after a generation has been swept away, and the goo 
are caught up to the clouds, and the evil are in the abode of shades, the? 
tho heavenly new Jerusalem shall reign, and the sun of righteousnes? 
shall risc; and there will be needed no earthly sun, for Christ is the 
Light of the World, and Mis brightness will far excced the sun 9 
paradise beaming in pure brightness at noon-day ; and then the wol 
andthe lamb shall lio down together; as they fell with man, Wit 
man shall they recover their first estate; and the weaned child a hun” 
dred years old shall play on the cockatrice’s den. 

Oh! think often on that blessed time, lest it come upon yeu 
suddenly, and you fear to mect God. knowing that you are nuke 
—that your soul hay not on the wedding garment; then shall He 
say, wherefore wert thou afraid? And it will be no use telling the 
Searcher of Hearts that anyone tempted you, for He knows beter 
than you what is in man, and He will drive you out of paradise 
and place His angel at the golden gates of Jerusalem, lest any shoul 


(Saturday, May 27, 1865. 


atrive still to enter, when they hear the far-off sound of melody, and the 
soft breezes of perfumed flowers, and the voices of angels, and sweet tunes 
of harmonious love and heavenly concord are wafted over the crystal walls 
to the wilderness without, making the desolation ten times more awful, 
and the Gentiles shall look from the walls of the heavenly city, and he- 
old the misery of all those who have neglected so great salvation. Oh 
ho ; they will be of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and will have a 
full sense of God's justice and long-suffering in bearing so long with Iis 
Tebellions people. No human heart can comprehend that angels’ eyes 
fan look upon the sins of men, and not be harmed or made wretched „by 
their awfulness; but they are of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. 
ey see the end, and look to that, and by the nearness or farness of that 
the darkness of doom or the brightness of salvation—know how their 
charge is progressing ; and so acute is their sense, that the least thought 
or deed is quite enough for them to know if their charge is journeying 
down the dark path, or turning to the light. Oh! be very careful to 
Press towards the mark of your high calling, dear L. We have been glad 
to tell you these things, and to have you gladly listening to them, eager 
hear what we tell, and not presumptuously striving after what you 
May not hear. Ah! be ever thus, ready and humble, and you shall have 
Tevelations that will shame the pride of the most learned, and make many 
'8@ men come t> you for the revelations that they have spent a lifetime 
to discern, and have failed. Oh! take heed to rightly feel the great re- 
*Ponsibility of this gift, and use it rightly, and always try to be guided by 
angel band, the ambassadors of God, and leave no spot in your heart 
Unarmed, lest Satan assail you as an angel of light, and wound your soul, 
Farewell, awhile, dear Willingness ; take heed to spend the remainder of 
e Lord's Day to His glory, and thank Him for His gift, and for per- 
mitting us to tell you such good news of Him. Your own guardian 
angels greet you friendly, and leave their glorious benediction on the soul 
at peace with God and man. Amen. 


{This communication was given to a young lady writing-medium, on 
Placing her hand on the planchette for the first time. Spiritualism is 
new to her.—Ep. S. 7] 
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THE NATURE OF PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION, 
Discussion WITH Spirits. 


The following is one of a number of interesting conversations carried 
On between the spirits of S. Smith, Levi Roffing, and myself, re- 
Specting the Physical Manifestations. It will serve to show to 
what extent, and for what reasons, such manifestations are sanc- 

ppioned by spirits in high spheres. . 
he subject of Physical Manifestations has been discussed at our 
tances. The opinions of spirits respecting them may be gathered 
Srom the following conversation, taken from my note-book :— a 


FROM THE SPIRIT OF 8. SMITH. 


I will now speak concerning the physical manifestations. I 
do not like them ; and I have told you before that the medium is 
ast losing his power. I will explain to you why. If yon take 
~ ‘ransparent vessel that is empty, you can see through it ; fill 
t with mud or impurity, and what is beyond is obseured by it. 

ut add more clear fluid until the impurity is washed out of it, 
figu An may again see the other side. Do you understand the 

re 


An affirmative reply was given, followed by a quest‘on.—Mr. 
` Wishes to know whether you can suggest another medium, in 
© this medium loses his power ? . 
th Pirit.—In case? It is certain to be lost for atime. When 
hic Medium's mind was not occupied by any serious thoughts of 
‘8 Own, then we could see through it—or we could communi- 
» AS spirit can act on mind ; but not when body and mind 
i ® active and in full action, can we find opportunity to act on 
th et, when the higher organs of the brain are more clarified, 
en he may become a higher medium. Last Thursday he was 
entranced by spirits of no higher an order than his own, They 
Rtranced him quickly, because nearer to him; yet they could 
ot awake him, because your influence had not been sufficiently 
h Moved from him at the time he was under your hands. So he 
© wait until you willed him to awake. . 
wh r. S.—I have a question to ask you, if you have finished 
th at yon had to say, and will allow me—a question respecting 
€ Physical manifestations. = 
Pirit.— You may occasionally experiment with low spirits, but 
More frequently than with higher ones, or the nearest will 
u become the dearest. The spirit of Levi Roffiing shall say a 
Words to you before the medium awakes. ‘ 
to ga But I wish to speak to you first, if you will allow me 
S 080. Will you answer my question ? 
ee am prepared. j s 
the r. 8.— You say you do not like physical manifestations. Now, 
in th, 18 a class of men called materialists—men who disbelieve 
Th ® existence of a God; who disbelieve in a spiritual world. 
we Persons ask tor physical manifestations ; nothing less will 
isfy them, Physical manifestations only will convince them 
at there is a spiritual world. If we ask for physical manifes- 
ions, for the purpose of convincing such individuals of the 
the ity of a spiritual state, and the existence of a God, does not 
end to be attained justify the means? 
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Spirit.—I say, under some circumstances you may occasionally 
experiment with low spirits ; but not more frequently than with 
higher ongs. 

Mr. 8.—Why did you say you did not like the lower manifes- 
tations ? 

Spirit—The reason I said it was, because I knew the medium 
was fast losing his power; that he was nota physical medium 
ouly when ina trance state, which is not very convincing to 
sceptical minds. A trance medium cannot become a very 
powerful physical medium, as he must be entranced by low 
spirits before he can produce any manifestations. Therefore I 
do not like a medium who has the power of receiving communi- 
cations from a higher source than himself, to be entranced by 
lower spirits, who might fill his mind with thoughts of them, 
which would cause him to be more delighted with their influence 
than with the influence of higher spirits. 

Mr. S.—Then you do not condemn the practice of invoking the 
lower spirits, when itis for a good purpose ? 

Spirit.—I do not at all condemn you for communing with 
lower spirits when in your natural state, but when a medium is 
entirely given up to their guidance, it is dangerous. A man 
with his reasoning faculties fully awake, is in a position always 
superior to lower spirits, and{may safely invoke them, though he 
is liable to be tempted by them; but a trance medium is liable 
to be compelled. 

Mr. S.—I understand now. If we had a powerful physical 
medium at our service, and by using him as such, could convince 
materialists of a future state, by exhibiting the lower manifesta- 
tions, you would not condemn it, but would consider the end 
justified the means. 

Spirit—No ; we could not condemn it then, for out of evil 
would spring good. 

Mr. S.—Mr. W. wishes to know whether the Davenport 
Brothers are assisted by low spirits ; or are their manifestations 
simply the tricks of conjurors ł 

Spirit.—Undoubtedly they are assisted by low spirits. I will 
now leave the medium. Conclude with the concluding prayer, 
after Levi Roffing has given his communication. 

From the spirit of Levi Roffing —Beloved mortals, —Do not be 
prejudiced against me. If I am not so high as the other commu- 
nicants, | hope to be in time. I only suggested the experiment 
on Thursday night as a means of convincing the medium. He 
will never make a powerful physical medium, as he would have 
to be entranced before we could form any affinity with the atoms 
of his body, But to satisfy him, or any other mortal who is seep- 
tical, I would at any time assist in producing physical mani- 
festations, or in guarding the medium from injury whilst subject 
to the influence of my companions. 1 will not stay longer, as T 
am aware that I oppress the medium. 

Mr. S.—Wiill you explain how the ropes are untied? 

Spirit.—I did explain how they would be untied, 

Mr. S.—But it was not taken down. Will you repeat it? 

Spirit.—I said I would assist the medium. I did not say we 
would untie the ropes, We assisted him in untying them, and he 
assisted us, though unknown to himself, as we bad power over 
his mind, and then over his body. 

Mr. 8.—Then the spirit-power does not touch the knot of the 
rope, and untie it—does it? 

Spirit—Yes ; a spirit, when it has communication with the 
atoms of the body, can also have affinity with tne atoms of any- 
thing that surrounds the body, so as to relax or tighten it, or 
undo any knot. . 

Mr. S.—Then, if we could see the knots untied, we should 
see the rope untwist, or untie, without any visible fingers touch- 
ing it? 

Spirit—Yees ; and the medium, when partly released, would 
assist in releasing the remaining part ; in untying the remaining 
knots and straightening the ropes, 

Mr. 8.—Suppose we tied one of the medium's hands fast be- 
hind him, and the other before him, we suppose you would 
untie one hand, and then the medium would untie the other 
himself ¢ 

Spirit—Yes ; that is my meaning. 

Mr. S—lIf you have the power of untying one knot, un- 
assisted by the medium, why can you not untie the whole of 
them ? 

Spirit—We could do so—only the other is a quicker way. 
We did on Tuesday night, untie the whole of the knots, as the 
medium was too deeply entranced; his position was never 
shifted, nor a limb stirred, I was only explaining what I said 
on Thursday night, before the experiments began, I then said 
we would assist. 

Mr. S.—I may tell you, that however high and good the com- 
munications from the higher spirits may have been the lower 
spirits have done more than they have to convince us of the 
truth of Spiritualism. ; E 

Spirit.—I am thankful for that. Iam aware of the power of 
low spirits, yet I can also agree with what the higher spirits say, 
that if lower spirits convince sceptics, they may also make 
mediums of them and lead them further from the right course 
than if they had never been aware of the spirit-life. 


166 


(Saturday, May 27, 1865 


THE SPIRITUAL TIMES. 


Mr. S.—Can you explain to us how it is that darkness, or a 
negative state, is necessary to the production of the Davenport 
phenomena ? 

Spirit—Can you not explain why plants throw off more odour 
in the dark than in the light? 

Mr. S.—Yes ; because darkness is a negitive state—there is 
an absence of the material matter, sunlight. 

Spirit.—Part of the foree which is expelled from plants in the 
night-time is what surrounds us, and keeps us from advancing 
to the higher spheres. Sunlight would distress us, as we have 
to gather all the phosphoric force we can around us to produce 
the physical manifestations, and sunlight would tend to dissi- 
pate it. 

Mr. 8.—Will you give us instructions how to proceed to- 
morrow night. May we put flour in the medium's hands, and 
seal the rope, asa test? Will you tell us the conditions to- 
morrow night ? 

Spirit.—I would rather the medium were not entranced by 
you previous to being entranced by us. 


Mr. S.— Will you give us the instructions to-morrow night 


through the indicator ? 

Spirit.—[ will tell you now. Do not be mistaken any more 
in what our promise was. We said we would assist, not untie 
him. We did untie him on Thursday evening, though it greatly 
distressed him, as he was thrown into a deeper state than was 
requisite. Efe is not a physical medium—he is a trance 
medium ; and the manifestations produced by the Davenports 
ean only be produced by true physical mediums, who can com- 
mune with spirits while in their natural state. I have only to 
say, tie the medium in any manner you may think tit—seal the 
knots of the rope—tie him to the walls—handeutf him — or fasten 
him in any way; but we will not guarantee to do more than 
assist. That was the promise, and we wili not be compeiled to 
go beyond it. If left alone, the signal for his awaking shall be 
three distinct knocks in some part of the room: then may you 
enter ; and if it has been possible to entrance the medium— 
which it will be to-morrow—you will find him awake, in his 
natural state, as you left him, his bonds shall he loosened. 

Mr. S.— Then you would not allow us to form a dark circle, 
aud stand round him } 

Spirit.—Not at present, 

Mr. S.—Shall you be able to play any musical instrument, 
ring a bell, or anything of that kind? 

Spirit—You may leave a bell in the room out of the 


medium’s reach, If we ean, we will stir it; though we will 
not promise. Do not seek too much at once. Though we could 
do it, we might distress the medium, as he isa trance medium, 
and we should be wholly upon his mind, which, by any very 
powerful manifestations, might be injured. Do not wish us to 
injure’ the medinm’s mind, merely to gratify your curiosity, or to 
fulfil your desires of convincing any sceptic, 

Mr. §.—Can these manifestations of spirit power only be pro- 
duced through a medium } Can you not of yourselves enter a 
room and move the furniture, «ce. { 

Spirit.-They can only be produced by some connecting link. 
There are laws and there are bounds which keep us from 
mingling with the mortal world. If it were not so, mortals 
could not exist; there are circumstances which permit us to 
break through the bonds which confine us to our sphere and 
enable ua to produce manifestations where there are no 
mediums, 


THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 4th: FROM THE 
SPIRIT OF 3. S. 

Spirit.—I wish to speak of the proposed physical manifesta- 
tions, F will not assist you in any physical manifestations pro- 
duced through Wiliams mediamship. You may think it 
strange. Iam aware that it might convince some sceptics, and 
gain believers in the spirit-life ; yet proofs are becoming more 
plentifal, aad oceurring under more favourable conditions for 
them to he convinced ; so that it is not requisite for us to 
manifest ourselves t rough a medium when it would injure him. 
As the medinm advances in knowledge, the higher portious of 
hia grain beenme more lmminated by that knowledge; so will 
he naturally progress nearer towards us—and be repaid for 
the time that the brain bas been cut off from communication 
with us. Hexgy Sarm 

4, Fark-terrace, Nottingham, 


HEALING BY TOUCH, 
Dr. Newton, the great healer, was in Cleaveland, Ohio. Sanday, 
Feb, 26th. and from a uetice given ont at the morning lecture, 
reesived the deaf. the blind, and the lame, from half-past. two to 
five o'eluck, to whom he administered the healing power * with- 
vat money and without price.” To one boy whom te healed of 

"a SUF knee and lameness, requiring two crutches to hobble about, 
he gave tive dollars. ‘Truly this iaa wonderfal man. Why do 
net the people see that the days of Christs Dispensation are at 
hand. dvagressive Age. 


PROGRESSIVE LIFE. 


Erernan Father! all-pervading God ! 

My soul struck speechless by ‘hy chastening rod, 
Subdu'd by sacred sorrow, yearns towards Thee, 

In dumb contrition struggles to be free— 

Free from the bondage of perplexing strife— 

Free from the doubts that haunt the walks of life— 
Free from the false in every form and creed— 

ree as ‘Thyself from meanness, pride, and greed. 
She struggles with a too impatient will 

To soar to Thee from all the powers of Il 


Teach me, Great Father, lessons of Thy love, 

And bid my spirit, like a peaceful dove, 

Wing upward towards the firmament of Being, 
Where Love's celestial orb glows pure— 

And the soul's eye gains power of sense and secing, 
Where Time and sin cannot endure. 

But, Father, teach me first to know Thy Will, 

And battle bravely ’gainst the slaves of I. 


This lower world, and this fair body frail, 
Have uses, Father, for Thy child. 

The rustling corn, when beaten by the flail, 
Starts from its ear in freedom wild— 

And like that corn, my hidden spirit grows, 

And gains its freedom by Life's flail-like blows. 


Created by Thy fiat we are here 
To learn to live in Love’s immortal sphere. 
Endowed with reason, we are born to feel 
The precious pleasares that ‘Thy works reveal? 
The burning sun—the birds that fll the air 
With liquid songs of praise and prayer— 
The flowers’ rich perfume borne upon the breeze— 
The laughing streamlets, and the leafy trees-— 
The ocean’s epie grandeur— mountains vast— 
The cateract—the comet—havoe's blast— 
‘The kindly summer’s rain—the thunder's crash— 
The moon, its lunar light— the lightning’s flash — 
The four-faced Year, and Nature's changeless lava— 
The causes of cffeets—effects of Cause ; 
All, all proclaim Progressive Life to man— 
A Life that is not compass'd by “a span,” 
‘Teach me to feel. O Father, kind, 
m Whate'er befall me, ‘Thou art near ; 
Then may I bear Life's adverse wind, 
Without a sad complaining tear. 
Teach me to know the false from true, 
That 1 may wholly live to Thee; 
And as L know, oh, may 1 do, 
‘Till my imprison’d soul is free. 
Eternal Father, if I err 
‘through false instruction, give me light ; 
If I am blind, O God, forbear 
To leave me to my mental night. 


I pray Thee, Father, grant me sight 
To see the winding walks of creed; 
Oh, make me see by living Hight 
The tleavenward ways of holy deed. 
My soul aspires to God the more she breasts Life's waves, 
Iter cager hopes ascend from sorrow's sadden'd graves. 
Father, how wonderrul Thy ways! Thy love, how dee ! 
My spirit mounts to Shee-in death there is no sleep, 
This earth is but a passage to the Spirit-Spherea ; 
This body but the shell that lasts some three-seore years ! 


May 20th, 1865. J. H. Powel 
reee 
A HORRID DOCTRINE. 


þe- 


A father in Wisconsin recently murdered his two children, A 
1 


cause, as he says, he expected to go to hell himselt, but l 
wished to have his children saved, by dying before they ghoul: 
come to years of accountability, ‘This man gave evidence of lng 
sincerity, -le evidently believed the doctrine of his Church, ne 
deserves the sypupathy of all Christians, Bot who can belie 
that a religion which leads to such horrid results can be th 
religion of a loving Vatherin heaven! The Apostle says © ner 
is great joy and peace in believing,” —that is in beleving t j 
truth— believing the true religion of Christ, The doctrine A 
endless misery ; then, cannot be the truth, for it destroys all pent 
and drives its sincere believers to insanity and murder. 
thank God that there are but few real betievera in the hor 
sentiment of endless woe! But many profess it and uphold th 
preaching of it, while they see these murderous effects of such 
doetrine, God in merey grant that the time may soon con 
when that most horrid doctrine of heathenism may pass fot 
the world. It has cursed the world long enough, God is a 
honoured by such a faith, Many children have been murdere 
by loving paroats to save them from such a doom, ® God F 
love,” and Christ is the Saviour of all men, Believe this and J° 
will tind great “ juy and pensu.” -- Mansora’s Magazine. 


(Saturday, May 27, 1865. 
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UAL TIMES. 16! 


REMARKABLE SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES OF 
A CLERGYMAN. 


(Continued from page 158.) 


Four nights afterwards the following: present, two daughters 
Wo sons, and myself, at the table. There was spelled, William 
Toves, 
Do any of us know you ?—No. 
hat countryman are you?—An African. 
Spell on. 
„I helped to mutiny against George Fernando, my captain. | 
Wil you be so kind as to ask him if he forgives me. You will 
ige me very much if you would give me the answer fo the | 
rmative, 
replied, I will when he comes. 
Te thanked me by repeating many knocks. 
ia then, in answer to what we were speaking of to ourselves, 
Eas 
For I dare not ask him, after what I have done to him. 
Again he thanked me by knocks. 
ho told you that I knew George Fernando? 
8aw you both conversing. 
Qa little time came a spirit, and in answer to my question, 
o are you? he spelled ont— 
zeorge Fernando, 
h said, I am very glad you have come. There has been a spirit 
ere speaking to me. His name is William Groves ; do you 
now him ?— Yes. 
I then read over what Groves said, and George Fernando im- 
hoe roly answered, I freely forgive him. Will he be happy 
—Yes. 
Then I said, My dear friend, will you be here on Thursday 
*Vening, according to promise, to try and draw ?—I will try. 
(George Fernaudo gone.) 
There was spelled out William Groves. I told him what 
*fhando said Te spelled out, I thank you, my dear sir; you 
ave been the cause of my happiness—I am happy. 
(Four spirits knocked.) 
l said, Spell on. 


a hey spetled, John Wilkins, Thomas Tincil, David Wilberforce, 
hd Frank Stubbs, who helped to mutiny against Captain Fer- 

ndo, have given our names to you to ask you a great favour. , 
ery well, say on, and if I can do it I will, 


(Thanks, many times repeated.) 


P 
h 


After which, 
you please, my dear sir, will you be so kind as to ask our 
in to forgive us. We will be much obliged to you. 

Said, I will ask your captain as soon as ever he comes here. 
(Thanks again.) 
Who told you to come here 1— William Groves. 
© you love the Lord Jesus Christ ?1— Yes. 
h Tfyou can get your captain's forgiveness, will you then be 
SPpy ?—Yea, 
ro you forgiven by Christ }— Yes. 
1y don’t you ask the captain yourselves 1—Shame. 
Te there any more mutineers ?— Yes, ten more. 
: ls (After a while three knocks.) 
that George Fernando 1—Yes, 
read over the foregoing; he replied to the question, 
© You freely forgive them all ?—Y es. 
May tell them that ?— Yes. 
10 was your chief mate ?— Wilberforce. 
ù ho was your second: mate ?—Stubbs. 

y Steward, 
hich was the ringleader >— Wilberforce. 
iat countryman was he 1—An Italian. 

koow | could an Italian have the name of Wilberforce ?—I don’t 


I 


William Groves was 


(The four are eome—they knock impatiently.) 
1 four here ?— Yes. 

18 cap'ain freely forgives you al. 
ii (Knocks.) 

Said, and I am very glad of it. 

l (Knocks.) 

a then said, David Wilberforce, don't you go till I speak to 
a 9u were an Italian ; how ia it that you were called Wil- 
tier Teo 2~] was called Segarious at first. but my mother mar- 
talle a Second time toa man named Wilberforce, and I was 

“after him; be was English. 


Yea on you will excuse me for asking you this question ?— Yes, 
? a, 


Are you 


(Good night.) 
Ten spirits knocked and spelled out 


James STANLEY Beygauin FEALMAN 
‘OREO DANFORD | Henry Beancuun 
SAMUR, Finga Paice Ranony 
KOBET GOULDER | Joun WEBSTER 
BARLE GUADZA GLORGE LOBSTER 


j all are forgiven. 


We all wish you to grant us one favour, will you? 
I will, if in my power. 
(Thanks by knocks.) 
I said, say on. ‘There was spelled the following, exactly :— 
Have the kindness to az our captain if he really forgives us, if 


' you please. 


I replied, I will as soon as he comes. 

Are you all unhappy hecause of it >—Yes. 

Will this make you happy 2—Yes. 

Which is the spokesman »—Grader. 

Are you lrish ?—Yes. 

(Presently George Fernando knocks.) 

All the foregoing is read to him. All are freely forgiven as 
before. 
(He goes.) 
I call over their names, and tell them 
They thank me as before. 

Another time they will give me the history of the mutiny—it 
is now half past twelve o’clock. 

Such séances as those just mentioned are curious specimens of 
what we sometimes receive ; at other times we have had some 
of the most wonderful histories of the creation and of individuals 
hat have ever been heard of in this world. Sometimes my 
eldest son is the medium for speaking, while in a trance state ; 
at other times some young men who have been in the habit of 
sitting with us, through one of whom we have had most won- 
derful communications, and some of a most serious natura, pur- 
porting to come from spirits departed who were well known in 
the neighbourhood although not by us, and who have proved 


their identity beyond a doubt to those present who knew them 
while in the body. 


They come knocking. 


(To be continued in our next.) 


rer ee 


SEEING THE WIND. 


To the Editor of the Spiritual Times. 

Sir—In a book called The Life of a Radical, by Samuel Bam- 
ford—the following remarkable statement is made—(vol 2. p. 
226) :— 

We walked to the height of Hattersage-Grange, and there 
stopped to survey the vast, solitary, yet pleasiug scenes. My 
wife was seated on a grassy knoll, while I stood beside her—my 
back towards the sun, whose beams were mitigated by light 
clouds, and my looks directed over the wold towards the York- 
shire border, “I can see the wind,’ I said! “Whats it like,” 
she said? “ The most beautiful thing I ever saw, and if thou 
wilt come here, thou shall see it also. Look over the top of 
the brown heath, with u steady eye, and see if thou cans't 
discern a remarkably bright substance—brighter than glass or 
pearly water, deeply clear and lucid, swimming, not like a stream, 
but like a quick spirit, up and down, and forward, or if hurrying 
to be gone!” “Nonsense,” she said, “ there is not anything.” 
“Look again—I still behold it “There is—there is: -Oh! 
what a beautiiul thing.” “Is that the wind,” she asked? 
“That is the wind of heaven,’ I said, “now sweeping over the 
earth, and visible, It is the great element of vitality, water 
quickened by fire, the spirit of life.” 

“ We stood gazing in wonder and admiration, for still, like a 
spirit-stream, it kepthurrying past, and so we left it glittering 
and sweeping away. This was on the morning of the 19th day 
of May, 1821.” 

The seer adds, “ Reader, if you, having a good pair of eyes, 
at the same season, and on a day like ours, with a mild sun and 
a quick breeze out of Yorkshive, should climb to the top of 
Hattersage-Grange, and stand with thy back to the sun, Mam 
Tor, visible on thy left hand, there also shalt thoa see the 
beautiful apparition, the spirit of life, which we saw. Neither 
1 nor mine ean ever forget it while memory is ours.” 

Here we tinda singular instance of the invisible, or generally 
it is considered to be, appareat to human eyes. 

In the New Testament we are informed in one passage only, 
I think, that heat followed the secing of the south wind, accord: 
ing to the English translation; and Jesus, upon a certain 
occasion, asked whether the people went out to see “A reed 
shaken with the wind p?’ and at the time of the Pentecost, cloven 
tongues were seen by the apostles “like fire” Ln the interview 
with Nicodemus, Jesus said, © Thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but cans t not tell whence it (the wind) cometh, aud whether it 
goeth.” Neither in Scripture nor out of Scripture, have L seen 
an account otherwise of seeing the wind! It has appeared to 
me that this subject may ve, perhaps, interesting to some of your 
readers, especially to those who have read Judge Edmond's 
deseription of death, which account should be read by every 
Spiritualist, as seen by himself, Mr. Davis, and probably by 
other seers. Therefore, I send you the above-mentioned extract 
selected from a book written by a respectable mechanic, which 
chietly described wordly eveuts, social aud political— Yours 
obediently, CutisToPHER Cooks 

May 23, 1865. 


168 


nes 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


CorgesronpENts will pleaseto write legibly on 
one side of the paper only, and aa concisely as 
possible. Ifthia rule is not observed we may 
be compelled to reject even valuable com- 
positions, 

Our readers will favour us by sending accounts 
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &c, We wish to 
give as many facts us our space will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear; accounts of a super- 
natural character should be given to the 
public free from all suspicion. 


SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVER- 
TISEMENTS. : 
Two lines and under, 2s.; every additional 
line, 3d.; a reduction for a series. 


All Advertisements, payable in advance, may 
be forwarded to Mr, J. H. Powell, Spiritual 
Times Olfice, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-st. 

Advertistmenta for insertion in the current week 
must reach the Office on or before nine o'clock 
on Wednesday morning. 

To tak Trape.—Vhe Spiritual Times is pub- 
lished at Ten o'clock on Friday morning, at 
the Spiritual Times Ollice, 14, Newman-street, 
Oxford-street, and by Job Caudwell, 335, 
Strand, 

Comprarnts have reached us that the Spirituaé 
Times does not always tind ita way to country 
subscribers. ‘hose who have difficulty 
ahould send to us at the office I+, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, W., and we will for- 
ward it direct through the post. Subseribers 
taking four copica can havethem post free, 
by remitting 8s. 8d. per quarter. 


THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES” BY POST. 

To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 
Times, packets will he sent direct from the Office 
post free to any part of the United Kingdom, 
by remitting, in advance, as under :— 


Copies. Weeks. Weeks. Weeks. 
1, 3d., or for 13, 3a.3d. 26, Gs.Gd. 52. 13s. 
2. Bile. vs » säd. p Osl. „ 2ls. 
3, Gd, n n Gs. Gd, 4, 18s.0d. . 26s, 
B, ls yp y 138.0d. p 263.0. p, 528, 


Post Office Orders must be made payable to 
Mr. J, H, Powell, at the Post Office, 26, Oxford- 
stroet, corner of Rathbone-place. 

YINHE SPIRITUAL LYCEUM 
14, Newman Street, Oxford Street. 

Thia Institution is established for the 
advancement of spiritual phenomena 
and philosophy. lt offera opportunities 
for investigators to collect facts and 
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings 
together friends to the cause, and presents 
2 platform for the freest Discussion. Its 
rules are such as to preelude no sectary, 
whilst it aims to eschew all sectarianism. 
Based on the cardinal facts of Spirit Com- 
munion and Immortality, it invites all who 
recognise, or desire to recognise, these 
tratha, . 

The Lyceum has both religions and se- 
eular aims,—religiousin the highest sense 
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fact and 
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of 
moulding the future by a wise realisation 
of the present and a spiritual conception 
of its uses. 

The growing spread of Spiritualism in 
England renders a centralinstitution neces- 
sary to organize means to give distinctive 
life to the various methods which abound 
in isolated forms all over the kingdom. 
To effect this most desirable object Mr. R. 
Cooper has established the Lyceum, and 
earnestly solicits aid from all friends. 
Many sincere and influential Spiritualists 
bave already subscribed, some two, others 
ene guinea each (the latter subscription 
being the minimumi. Those who sub- 
scribe one or more guineas annually will 
be entitled to the privilege of attending 
all Lectures free. Spirit Drawings 
and Works of a progressive character 
will be added from time to time. 
Mediuma of recognised integrity and 

power will be encouraged, and it is hoped 
facilities may be afforded for the develop- 
meut of such conuected with the Lyceum. 


A printing pressis now in operation 
upon the premises for printing of the 
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets 
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of 
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may 
aid the cause materially by purchasing 
such pamphlets and distributing them. 
All works of a spiritual and progressive 
character can be suppliedbyus. Friends 
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact, 
as by purchasing their books of us they 
aid the Lyceum. 

We feel pursuaded our work will 
not be in vain, being assured amongst 
the many thousands of true Spiritualists 
in this country alone there are many who 
will gladly aid us. 

APPLICATIONS FOR LECTURES WILL RECEIVE 
ATTENTION, 

All communications and remittances to 
be forwarded to Mr. J. H. Powell, 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman Street, 
Oxford Street. 

The payment of 2s. 6d. per quarter will 
admit persons to Lectures and Discussions 
only. 


Just ready, In one volume, Demy 8vo., 
Post free, price 10s. 
SUTRA NDANE FACTS, IN 
b) THE LIFE OF J, B. FERGUSON ; 
Including twenty years’ observation of Preter- 
Natural Phenomena. 

Edited by T. L. Nienors, M.D., author of 
“ Forty Years of American Life,” ‘ Biography 
of the Brothers Davenport,” &., &c. 


This book will contain the personal experi- 
ences of Mr, Ferguson, and his observations, 
during twenty years, under favourable circum- 
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of 
very remarkable phenomena, from the most 
striking physical,to the higher forms of psychi- 
cal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also 
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer- 
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy 
given from the interior, and many facts orally 
related. The work of the editor will be the 
selection and the arrangement of the records 
furnished him, and the orderly narration of 
the facts, and he has reason to believe that no 
work of the present time contains accounts 
of more remarkable, varied and important 
phenomena than will be found in this volume, 


All orders to be sent to Mr. J. H. Powet, 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, 
Oxtfoid-street, W. 


Now Ready, 

pu DISCUSSION ON 
E “SPIRITUALISM and the CHAR- 
ACTER of the MANIFESTATIONS ot 
the BROTHERS DAVENPORT,” between 
Joux Breprorn Leno and J. H. Power, 

Full Report, price 3d., post-tree, 4d. 
To be had of Mr. J. H. Powell, Spiritual Ly- 
ceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W., 

Job Caudwell, 335, Strand. 


Price Twopencee, Post-free Threepence, 

“y HAT SPIRITUALISM HAS 
TAUGHT.’ Reprinted from the 
Spiritual Magazine, may be hadat the Spiritual 
Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W. 
This pamphlet is one of the most vigorous 
of Mr. Howitt’s numerous writings on Spiritual- 
isin, [tis in every way suitable for cireulation. 


VAL EDITOR OF THE “SPIRIT. 

UAL TIMES” is prepared to accept en- 
gagementsto Lecture on Mesmerism or Spiritual- 
ism. Address, Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, W., 


Just Published, Extra Cloth, Price 6s., 

ACEPTICISM AND SPIRITUAL- 
kK ISM: THE EXPERIENCES OF A 
SCEPTIC., . By the Authoress òf * AURELIA,” 
with Preface by BENJAMIN COLEMAN. 
London; F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row, F.C. 
M”: SPEARS RETURN TO 
Jy LONDON.—Aftor an absence of six 
weeks, in Paris, pursuing his Medinmistic 
Inbours, ho has this week returned to London. 
Ilia address is 146, ALBANY -stREKT, REGENT'S- 
prank, N.W., where he intends to resume his 
usual labours. 


THE SPIRITUAL TIMES. 


[Saturday May 27, 1885. 


\PIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND 
h PHASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex- 
periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit- Writings 
by J. H. Powell. 

Asan individual contribution to the general 
mass of testimony on this great topic of the 
age, it is very valuable.— William Howitt. 

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he 
reccived to queries are remarkable, and as hè 
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do 
otherwise than advise the public to consult thé 
work, + ® œ Many persons will read Mt 
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has B® 
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous 
language.—Publio Opinion, March 12th, 1864. 

The sum of the matter is, that if one has # 
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, an 
what it actually aims at, he will gain a better 
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell’s volum® 
than from any other that has yet been published» 
not even excepting that of the great apostle 
medium, Mr, Home himself.— Caledonian Mer 
eury, March 12, 1864, 

This is the fourth book that has recently 
come to our hands on the same subject, anê 
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most stri*- 


ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity . 


with which the subject is presented, and the 
nature of thefacta or assumptions with which ìt 1# 
crummed from first to last. * * * There! 
much, very much to excite thought, whether t° 
compel conviction, or not. The enquiry 38 by 


no means the contemptible thing that many. 


people wish to consider it. It deals with al- 
leged facts, which, if true, are astounding ; 81°? 
if false, still they are objects of interest, a 
they ought to be disposed of.— British Standards 
March 18th, 1864. 
To be had of the Author at the Lyceum. 
Price 2s., post free. 


HYDROPATHY ! 
Priessnitz House, 11, Paddington Green, w. 
and 
Grafenberg Villa, New Barnet, Herts. 
"R. MECCALFE GIVES THE 
AY. HYDROPATHIC TREATM ENT 
on the Most Improved Principles, Invalidé 
are received into the establishment on moderat? 
Terms, 

See “ Journal of Health," monthly, the sam? 
medium for Iflydropathy as the © Lancet ” 
for Allopathy. 

Job Caudwell, 335, Strand. Price 2d. 
aia 2 nett eA Eee eee ill 


Just Ready. 
VANGLES AND TALES; 
EDWARD CHARLES MOGRIDG® 
Price 10s. 6d. May be had at the Lyceum. 
Sar aries ST te ied eee ae d 
N RS. MARSHALL.—MEDIUM: 
3 Removed trom 10, Upper King-stre? 
to 7, Bristol-gardens, Warwick-road, Maid™ 
hill. Séances atter 2 o'clock. Private Sdan 
by appointment. 


M2. AND MRS. WALLACE 
R . beg to announce that they have taken 
the Lyceum Hall, 14, Newman-street, Oxfor 
street, for a series of Friday Evening Séancet 
to commence on Good-Friday, April 14th. 

ances to commence at half-paat 7, p-m. 
Admission 1s. 


oy 
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SPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS. 
TO. 1.-NICODEMIANS ANP 


THOMASIANS, by Witam How''y 
No, 2.—SPIRITUALISM IN HARMO 
WITIL SCIENCE, by Dr. J. B. Fanau#® 
In Packets of 25, post-free, Is. 


, 


-oere 
N EWPSALM and HYMN TUNES, 
TE DEUM, and TWENTY-FO 
ORIGINAL CHANTS, Composed and fpe 
ranged, with voice parts complete, for ! 
Organ, Harmonium, and Piano, by Rops” 
Cooprr,—Price 28,; cloth, 2s, 6d. w 
London: Novello & Co., 69, Dean Street, 8° 
The Harmonies, both in invention a^ 
rangement, are musical to a very high p 
and, altogether, the work is one which nae 
strongly recommended, and will be sure to 


with approval.— Brignton Guardian a“ 
Printed and Published by the Proprie, 
Rogert Coorsr, at the Spiritual 
14, Newman-st., Oxford-sta in the © 
of Middlesex, Saturday, May 27th, 1865- 
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